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ABSTRACTS AND REVIEWS
PRINCIPLES OF EXODONTIA AS APPLIED TO THE IMPACTED MAN-
DIBULAR THIRD MOLAR. By George B. Winter, D.D.S., F.A.C.D., Pro-
fessor of Exodontia at Washington University, School of Dentistry. St. Louis:
American Medical Book Company, I926.
The interest that a volume of this sort might command of the
medical practitioner or student is problematical, as it is a treatise of
over 8oo pages covering the experience of one man with the abnor-
malities of the position of a single tooth. The work is valuable,
however, as it comes very close to standardizing the operations in-
volved in the proper diagnosis and removal of the offending third
molar.
An operative technic has been developed, utilizing an appropri-
ate instrumentarium and based upon the clinical examination and
radiographic interpretation of the impacted tooth and its supporting
structure. This has eliminated explorative manipulation before
and during the operation, and supplanted guesswork by a definite
method of procedure. Thus trauma has been minimized and the
complications frequently associated with the extraction of this tooth
avoided. The impactions have been classified according to kind and
degree, based upon the position of the crown, the character of the
root formation, the nature of the bone-structure surrounding the
tooth, and the position of the third molar in relation to the second.
The determination of these various points by clinical and radio-
graphic examination has received extensive consideration. A minute
description of the technic involved in the removal of each form of
impaction comprises the remaining chapters. This is so complete
as to embrace nearly every conceivable case, and enables the specialist
to leave but little to chance in his modus operandi.
It is not a book for the novice, and makes but little mention of
the various pathological conditions associated with impacted third
molars, such as abscess formation and cellulitis, or of such considera-
tions as the choice ofanxsthetic, post-operative treatment, etc. From
these standpoints the text might be destructively criticized. For the
specialist who has learned not to underestimate the difficulties of
these cases, the book will prove of inestimable value in improving
his technic.
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